
22nd April 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
Dear  
 
 
Reclassification of the Olympic.380 BBM imitation handgun  
 
On the 16 April 2010 the Association of Chief Police Officers announced that the Olympic 380 
BBM imitation handgun had been reclassified as a prohibited weapon and it was illegal to 
possess one of these handguns. Despite this being the most commonly used handgun in 
athletics utilised by starters, clubs and schools UKA were not involved in any discussion on the 
impact this decision will have on our sport. 
 
A public amnesty will take place until the 4th June 2010 thereafter anyone in possession of one 
of these handguns will be liable to prosecution under the firearms legislation. There is no 
public funding to recompense those who surrender the hand guns.  
 
We are committed to ensuring that no one in athletics falls foul of this new law and we will 
circulate the information as widely as possible. 
 
UKA have been requested to act as the official receiver of all such weapons currently in the 
hands of athletics starters and athletics clubs across the country. We will then arrange 
destruction via Greater Manchester Police. 
 
UKA senior management have given an undertaking that anyone who returns their handgun to 
UKA with a letter supported by your last year’s worksheet or letter from your club stating that 
they are still active will be provided with a suitable alternative free of charge. It is therefore very 
important that any Olympic handguns are handed into UKA so that we can record your details.  
 

 
 
 

Olympic 380 
stamped here 

BBM stamped here 



The process is being managed by David Brown from the UKA office in Manchester, address 
shown in full below, who should be contacted if you have any difficulty in arranging to surrender 
your handguns to a UKA representative. 
 
UKA have agreed with a number of officials placed across the country to accept the guns from 
you. Please make an initial contact with the person who is nearest to your address so that 
personal arrangements can be made for you to meet up and hand the items over. The details of 
these UKA representative are shown on a separate sheet. 
 
In the event that you have any difficulty the items can be parcel posted to UKA’s Manchester 
office at the address shown below recorded delivery and marked for the attention of David 
Brown. Under no circumstances should ammunition be included in the package. 
 
If you wish to discuss any issues regarding the surrender of these handguns then please do not 
hesitate to contact David Brown who has been in direct dialogue with the police , the gun trade 
and the Home Office over this issue. 
 
David Brown CBE 
UK Athletics Limited 
Regional Athletics Centre 
Gate 13,Sportcity 
Rowsley Street 
Openshaw 
Manchester 
M11 3FF 
 
0161 223 4246 
Email dbrown@uka.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
 
Niels de Vos 
Chief Executive  
 
 
 



UKA representatives authorised under our Registered Firearms Dealership to accept Olympic 380 BBM handguns from 
the athletics public. 
 
 
Name Address Telephone email 

David Brown UK Athletics Limited 
Regional Athletics Centre 
Gate 13,Sportcity 
Rowsley Street 
Openshaw 
Manchester 
M11 3FF 

0161 223 4246 
 
0161 969 5547 
 
07841 504300 

dbrown@uka.org.uk 

Paul Yates Manchester 0161 707 1157 paulwilliamyates@hotmail.com 

Alan Bell Cumbria 0777 3392751 alan.bell@youthsporttrust.org 

Derek Morrison Bath 01225 316641 derek-morrison@sky.com 

Margaret Werrettt Worcestershire 07740 798311 mwerrett@bromsgrove-school.co.uk 

Gordon Staines Derbyshire 07977 594272 gordon.staines@ntlworld.com 

John Pickles Gloustershire 07775 940328 baldnbeautiful@fsmail.net 

Don Vickers Berkshire 01189 667029 donvickers@nampara-close.fsnet.co.uk 

Gerald Alterman Middlesex 07855 631725 gerald@marksman.plus.com 

Richard Float Leicester 0116 271 2196 innamus@aol.com 

Christine Courtney Northumberland 01670 362643 christine2012@live.co.uk 

Steve Brace Wales 02920 644870 steve.brace@welshathletics.org 

Cherry Alexander Birmingham (UKA offices Solihull) 0121 713 8431 calexander@uka.org.uk 

Bill Watson Scotland 01698 374460 bill-watson@blueyonder.co.uk 
 


